
Mosconi Gladen PRO 1/10 – mono power 
amp with two modes of operation

   With the PRO 1/10 Mosconi (for now) completes its new top-level 
PRO series. We are curious to experience the performance of the 
Italian beauty.

The PRO 1/10 is unlike any other mono on 
the market - unanimous remarks along 

this line were heard upon presentation of   
Mosconi‘s latest masterpiece PRO 1/10. First 
of all, we benevolently register that together 
with the amplifi ers PRO 5/30, PRO 4/10, the 
PRO speakers and the PRO 10 subwoofer the 
series is complete now, so that a fairly high-
end chain can be built with the components. 
The fi nal piece in the puzzle is the PRO 1/10 
mono, which, however, does not understand 
itself as power amp merely for subwoofers. 
Not only does it will run full-range when nee-

ded - quite a few do that nowadays 
- this one has two modes of opera-
tion, which makes it unique. More 
on that later. First of all, we want 
to devote ourselves to construction 
and featuring. The 1/10 comes in the 
same housing as the four-channel 
PRO 4/10, which means it is com-
pact enough for modern installati-

ons. Housing and connections are not only 
beautiful in the Italian way, but also stable, 
exhibiting precision workmanship. The inter-
nal structure is typical of Mosconi. Instead 
of using the external aluminum housing as a 
heat sink, an extra heat sink with numerous 
ribs was installed inside. The motherboard 
then occupies only two-thirds of the surface. 
It seems to carry twice as many components 
as in a normal Class D mono, not only be-
cause in the amplifi cation section almost 
everything is implemented in duplicate up to 
right in front of the speaker terminals. The 
equipment is fi ne, especially since the PRO 
gets along with high-level signals and auto-
matically turns on. Among the fi lters, there 
is only one low-pass; two switches complete 
the control units. A direct switch bypasses 
the entire fi lter section, even disabling the 
gain pot. This is perfect for operation at a 
DSP and improves measurements. When it 
comes to the second switch, it gets very ex-
citing because it switches between the ope-
rating modes sound and power. As the name 
implies, there is a bit more power in the po-
wer mode, but the sound mode is not just a 
power mode with trimmed peak performance, 
as nobody would need that. The power mode 
is best compared to a normal class D design. 
As a matter of fact, however, it is power-
optimized to squeeze the last watts out of 
the circuit. In the sound mode, the PRO 1/10 
waives some peak performance, but instead 
you get a sound-optimized treatment of the 
music signal. No details could be obtained 
on the subject from Mosconi‘s development 
department, but it was hinted that the circuit 
in the sound mode avoids the harsh clipping 
behavior of class D amplifi ers. Also, the 1/10 
was taught a behavior in sound mode that is 
more similar to that of an AB amplifi er than 
that of a class D one. Mosconi‘s top-of-the-
range A-CLASS model served as an example 
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for signal processing. The result is an amp-
lifi er that is good for much more than „just“ 
handling a subwoofer. With its full-range ca-
pability, the PRO 1/10 is very well suited for 
taking over the tasks of a high-end stereo 
amplifi er as a dual mono - and in competitive 
sound quality to boot.

Measurements and sound
Things get exciting when the 1/10 has to put 
the cards on the table at the measuring sta-
tion. First, it turns out that the bandwidth 
does not differ in either mode. Even in power 
mode, the PRO can cover the entire spectrum 
up to more than 20 kHz. Even the distortion 
behavior is equal up to about 70% of the 
maximum power, no matter which mode is 
used. Again, the power mode does not in-
volve any increase in distortion. Signifi cant 
differences are then witnessed in the upper 
power range, where the power mode lives up 
to its name and there are almost 700 watts 
into 4 ohms instead of 540. Into 2 ohms, 
there are crisp 830 watts in sound mode; in 
the power mode we get the round kilowatt, 
just about a touch above our reading limit of 
1%. In both modes, there is very little dis-
tortion. Up to about 150 watts, distortion 
remains below .1%, which is very neat for 
such a powerful class D amplifi er, which the 
PRO is and remains. Metrologically, there are 
only few differences between sound and po-
wer apart from the extra power. What is really 
behind it will be revealed by the listening 
test. In the power mode, the PRO turns out 
to be really aggressive. It does not have any 
problem imposing its will even on massive 
subwoofers. It has a fi rm grip on the musical 
situation even with totally abrupt changes of 
dynamics. There is a clean punch down to the 
low bass, and high levels do not water down 
the taut sound. Switching to the sound mode 
then at fi rst glance reveals amazing things. 
At fi xed levels and during deep bass thun-

derstorms there are no apparent factual 
differences. But then it sounds different. 

The reproduction becomes somewhat 
rounder and a little bit softer, but wi-
thout losing details. On the contrary, 
the listener is miraculously provided 
with more information, even though 

the whole thing sounds more pleasing. 
Here, precision is not exchanged for com-
fortable warmth, for the PRO can do both! 
This is already noticeable in the subwoofer 
operation and was to become even clearer in 
the stereo mode with full-range speakers. All 
in all, the PRO 1/10 does not only promise 
performance but also an absolutely excepti-
onal sound.

Conclusion 
With the PRO 1/10, Mosconi introduces a 
highly felicitous mono power amplifi er, which 
is absolutely worthy of being among the high 
class PRO series. Its unique sound mode ma-
kes it the „most analogue“ class D power amp 
ever. You absolutely must listen to it!

Elmar Michels
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Up to 150 watts the 1/10 generates extremely little dis-
tortion, which even beyond that value is still negligible. In 
power mode, the curves (dark green, orange) differ from 
the sound mode (light green, red) only when close to the 
power limit
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The PRO 1/10 is a full-range class D mono. In addition to 
the adjustable low pass, there is a subsonic fi lter active 
at very low levels

Great effort for just one channel. The
PRO contains more components than 
many a multi-channel device

 Price   500 Euro

Sound  20 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Lab  55 % 1,1 ■■■■■■

Practice  25 % 1,3 ■■■■■■

 Sound  20 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Bass foundation  5 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Bass pressure  5 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Accuracy  5 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Dynamics  5 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

 Lab 55 % 1,1 ■■■■■■

Power  40 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Damping factor  5 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Signal-to-noise ratio  5 % 1,5 ■■■■■■

Distortion  5 % 1,5 ■■■■■■

 Practice  25 % 1,3 ■■■■■■

Features  15 % 1,5 ■■■■■■

Build quality electronics  5 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Build quality mechanics  5 % 1,0 ■■■■■■

Channels 1
Power 4 Ohm 541/694
Power 2 Ohm 832/958
Power 1 Ohm 0
Sensitivity max. mV 145
Sensitivity min. V 6,6
THD+N (<22 kHz) 5 W 0,011
THD+N (<22 kHz) Half Power 0,101
Signal-to-noise ratio dB(A) 81
Damping factor 20 Hz 210
Damping factor 40 Hz 222
Damping factor 60 Hz 222
Damping factor 80 Hz 221
Damping factor 100 Hz 222
Damping factor 120 Hz 221

Low pass 45 – 200 Hz
High pass –
Band pass 15 – 200 Hz
Bass boost –
Subsonic fi lter fi x 15 Hz/24 dB
Phase shift –
High-level inputs • (Adapter)
Automatic switchon (Autosense) •, DC
RCA outputs –
Start/stop capable • 
Dimensions (L x W x H in mm) 235 x 205 x 55
Others Direct-in, Power-Mode,
  fullrange capable

Distributor Gladen Europe, Walddorfhäslach
Hotline  07127 810282-0
Internet  www.gladen.de

„The ‚most analogue‘ Class D power amp 
with excellent sound.“
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